San José State University
Humanities/American Studies
HUM 100W, Writing in the Humanities, Sec. 01, Spr 2012
	Instructor:
	Scot Guenter 

	Office Location:
	Clark 420-C

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-1366

	Email:
	scot.guenter@sjsu.edu

	Website:
	http://www.sjsu.edu/people/scot.guenter/


	Office Hours:
	M/W 1:30-3:00, 4:15-5:00 p.m., and by appt.

	Class Days/Time:
	M/W 12:00-1:15 p.m.

	Classroom:
	Clark 308

	Prerequisites:
	Completion of the core GE, English 1B (with a grade of C or better) / Satisfaction of the Writing Skills Test / Upper division standing

	GE/SJSU Studies Category: 
	Area Z


Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging (Optional)

Copies of the course materials such as the syllabus, major assignment handouts, etc. may be found on my faculty web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/people/scot.guenter/ or accessible through the Quick Links>Faculty Web Page links on the SJSU home page. You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU (or other communication system as indicated by the instructor). 

Course Description 

This is an advanced seminar in reading and composition designed to develop and enhance college-level writing skills. Major compositions will require research, analysis, interpretation, critique, and the use of standard forms of English spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 

Humanities 100W (also cross listed as American Studies 100W, Religious Studies 100W) is an upper division course dedicated to cultivate the abilities of students in reading closely and writing carefully in response to cultural works from the humanities and the arts.  This course satisfies San Jose Studies Area Z and is particularly recommended for students earning degrees in any of the programs offered by the Humanities Department:  American Studies, Comparative Religious Studies, Creative Arts, Humanities, Liberal Studies, and Middle Eastern Studies.

In the first part of the course, students will write essays in response to three different cultural forms of expression:  art, literature, and theatre.  In the second part of the course, based on their fields of study or focal points of interest, students will write a research paper that evaluates and understands a cultural work by investigating socio-historical and biographical influences on its creation, dissemination, and interpretation.  Along the way we will read and discuss some outstanding American essays from the twentieth century and review critical perspectives for cultural analysis, which will be assessed by in-class writing of a mid-term and a final.  Each student will also be given the opportunity to hone and demonstrate oral presentation skills.  Central to the entire class is an emphasis on strengthening written communication skills for both professional and personal use. 

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

GE/SJSU Studies Learning Outcomes (LO), 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

LO1:  refine the competencies established in Written Communications 1A and 1B.  (This will be demonstrated through in-class writing exercises, four out of class paper writing assignments, and two in class essay examinations.)

LO2:  express (explain, analyze, develop, and criticize) ideas effectively, including ideas encountered in multiple readings and expressed in different forms of discourse. (This will be demonstrated through in-class writing exercises, four out of class paper writing assignments, and two in class essay examinations.)

LO3:  organize and develop essays and documents for both professional and general audiences, including appropriate editorial standards for citing primary and secondary sources.  (The essay assignments will speak to professional audiences, the written evaluations of peer oral presentations and in class essay exams will speak to general ones.  The research paper assignment will include a requirement of correct MLA style with in text citations and bibliography.)
Other Course Specific Learning Outcomes:
LO4:  demonstrate mastery over the correct use of syntax, grammar, spelling, and punctuation (We will work toward this in all written assignments!)

LO5: give a short oral presentation in an effective and informed professional manner.  (This will be covered in the oral presentation assignment.)

LO6:  critically discuss the reflections and insights of some significant twentieth century American writers (This will be covered in the two in class essay examinations.) 
Required Texts/Readings 

Textbook

DiYanni, Robert.  Writing about the Humanities.  3rd Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:
     Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008.  ISBN:  978-0-13-615141-8.

Oates, Joyce Carol., ed. The Best American Essays of the Century.  Boston:  Houghton

     Mifflin, 2000.  ISBN:  978-0-618-15587-3.

Rosen, Leonard J.  The Academic Writer’s Handbook.  2nd ed.  New York:  Pearson

     Longman, 2009.  ISBN:  978-0-205-59910-3.
Other requirements 
Students will be required to buy admission to a museum and a play; student discounts are often available.  More information on costs will be covered specifically in class, and a range of options will be made available.
Library Liaison 
Our library liaison for this course is Peggy Cabrera.  She is a kind and talented reference librarian who can often be found working at the Library’s outreach help site located in the Student Success Center on the first floor of Clark Hall.  Her e-mail address is Peggy.Cabrera@sjsu.edu  and her campus phone number is 408-808-2034.

Classroom Protocol

You are responsible for everything covered in class whether you are there or not, and are encouraged to give your class attendance and participation the same level of respect and responsibility you would bring to any professional workplace as an adult:  that means treating everyone you work with here in a courteous manner, arriving to class punctually, and coming prepared to deal with the assigned materials or activities of the day.  

Mute cell phones and stow all electronic equipment, including laptops, at the start of each session.  (Exception: Students registered with the Disability Resources Center will be allowed devices recommended by the DRC.).   Bring notebook paper, writing instruments, and required materials to each class session.  Assignments are to be handed in using hard copy in real time and never e-mailed to the professor with a request that he download the work and print out the copy himself.  As the statement on Academic Integrity referenced below elucidates, plagiarism and cheating are morally reprehensible, cannot be explained away due to personal stress or other rationalizations, and will not be tolerated.  Make sure you are clear what constitutes plagiarism—see the webpage below, read Rosen Chapter Ten, take the online tutorial provided by the library if you wish, or visit the Writing Center and have a mentor review this with you if you have any questions, or see me directly.

Assigned readings are to be completed before the class session for which they are listed (and the Rosen handbook is a wonderful resource for you to consult regularly in your self-directed dedication to enhancing your particular writing skills.)  Papers are due at the beginning of class on designated due dates listed on the syllabus.  Late papers will be penalized, and any requests for extensions must come prior to the due date of any given assignment.  I don’t like pop quizzes but reserve the right to administer them should the class demonstrate it is not keeping up with preparation responsibilities for intelligent and informed participation during seminar discussion of assigned readings.  To maintain equal opportunity for all, no individualized extra credit assignments will be given.
Participation will be evaluated along with written work in determining your final grade, and you have to be present to be able to participate, so attendance is logically and heartily encouraged.  Any quizzes and in class writing assignments or peer evaluation activities will factor into the class participation grade, as will the quality (not just quantity) of your seminar discussion participation.  A required student/teacher conference halfway through the course will give us both a chance to assess how well you are achieving the course learning objectives and how best to focus for ongoing and greater success.
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic calendar web page located at http://www.sjsu.edu/academic_programs/calendars/academic_calendar/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.
Assignments and Grading Policy

Format Standards
Bluebooks will be required for the mid-term and final examinations.  All four essays must be typed, double spaced, with standard margins and pagination, following the MLA style.  The pages should be stapled in the left hand corner.  Remember to always give your work a title, preferably one that immediately begins to raise the reader’s interest or curiosity.  Be sure to keep a back-up electronic copy of every essay submitted.  

Grading Standards

Assignments will be graded for content, clarity, organization, style, mechanics (grammar, punctuation, syntax, spelling), and format.  All papers will be graded as follows:

A (outstanding/excellent):  This paper contains no mechanical errors.  It is outstanding in clarity, organization, and style.  The depth and accuracy of the content is appropriate to the assignment.  The style and format of the essay are also assignment appropriate.

B (very good/good):  This paper may contain minor mechanical errors but should contain few or no typographical errors.  For the most part, it is clearly written and logically organized.  The topic is covered in reasonable depth and the information presented is accurate.  Style and format are assignment appropriate.

C (average):  This paper makes a good attempt at the assignment’s requirements.  It has a reasonable understanding of its subject matter but its ideas are frequently simplistic or over-generalized.  The writing style is also more bland and repetitive than the style shown by “a” and “B” essays.  Often, there are noticeable or recurring flaws in grammar, punctuation, spelling, and/or word choice.

D (below average and in danger of failing):  The “D” essay is poorly organized and generally unclear.  It has inappropriate or inadequate examples, is noticeably superficial or simplistic, or contains serious mechanical and grammatical problems.  A ‘D” essay may also reveal some misunderstanding of the assignment requirements.

F (failure):  An “F” essay has not addressed the requirements of the assignment and is unacceptable work.

ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS, VALUES, DUE DATES

Diagnostic Essay


---


Monday, Jan. 30
Art Essay (4-5 pages)


10%


Wednesday, Feb. 22
Literature Essay (5-6 pages)

10%


Wednesday, Mar. 7
Mid-Term (In Class Essay)

15%


Monday, Mar. 19
Theatre Essay (5-6 pages)

10%


Wednesday, Apr. 11
Research Paper (10-12 pages)

20%


Wednesday, May 9
Oral Report (6-7 minutes)

10%


on dates assigned

Final Exam (In Class Essay)

15%


Tuesday, May 22
GRADING SCALE

My grading scale is as follows:

A+  =  98-100

A  =  92-97

A-  =  90-91

B+  =  88-89

B  =  82-87

B-  =  80-81

C+  =  78-79

C  =  72-77

C-  =  70-71

D+  =  68-69

D  =  62-67

D-  =  60-61

F     =  59 and below

Nota Bene:    Not turning in an assignment at all counts zero, while a submitted assignment that failed would still count 59 points.  Therefore, it is always important and in your best interest to submit all assignments.

University Policies

Academic integrity

Your commitment as a student to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The University’s Academic Integrity policy, located at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm, requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 
Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include your assignment or any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy S07-2 requires approval of instructors.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/ to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources 
Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

Learning Assistance Resource Center 
The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to inspire them to become independent learners. The Center's tutors are trained and nationally certified by the College Reading and Learning Association (CRLA). They provide content-based tutoring in many lower division courses (some upper division) as well as writing and study skills assistance. Small group, individual, and drop-in tutoring are available. Please visit the LARC website for more information at http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/.
SJSU Writing Center 
The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff/.

Peer Mentor Center
The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop –in basis, no reservation required. The Peer Mentor Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/
HUM 100W, sec 01, Writing in the Humanities, Spr 2012, Course Schedule

What follows is a tentative syllabus, open to some modifications as the semester progresses.  Any such modifications will be duly announced in class.  Dates of exams will not change. 
	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	W Jan 25
	Introduction to Course and Each Other.  Read Rosen, Ch. 1, Ch. 16.

	2


	M Jan 30
W Feb  1
	DIAGNOSTIC ESSAY.  Read DiYanni Ch. 1.
Read DiYanni Ch. 2; Rosen Chs. 2-5.

	3


	M Feb  6
W Feb  8
	Assign Art Essay.  Read DiYanni Ch. 3; Rosen Part II.
In Oates read Stein (pp. 131-138) and Hughes (pp. 190-192). (for all essays assigned in Oates, always read relevant bio blurb in back, too)

	4


	M Feb 13
W Feb 15
	Read DiYanni Appendix 2; in Oates read Bellow (pp. 564-568).
Bring THREE COPIES of draft of Art essay and Rosen to class.  Art Essay Peer Evaluation Workshop.  

	5


	M Feb 20
W Feb 22
	Oral presentations on Art Assignment (1/3 of class will present—those students not presenting will each be responsible for written evaluations of two presenters due at the next meeting).
Art Essay due.  Assign Literature Essay.  Read DiYanni Ch.5, Rosen 46f.

	6


	M Feb 27
W Feb 29
	In Oates read Frost (pp. 176-178), Eliot (pp. 90-97), and Ozick (pp. 490-496).
Bring THREE COPIES of draft of Literature essay and Rosen to class.  Literature Essay Peer Evaluation Workshop.

	7


	M Mar  5
W Mar  7
	Oral presentations on Literature Assignment.  (1/3 of class will present—those students not presenting will each be responsible for written evaluations of two presenters due at the next meeting).

Literature essay due.  Assign Theatre Essay.  Read DiYanni Ch. 6, in Oates read Sontag (pp. 288-302).

	8


	M Mar 12
W Mar 14
	Grammar Review.  Bring Rosen to class.
Taking Essay Exams.  Read Rosen 25, DiYanni Appendix 1.

	9


	M Mar 19
W Mar 21
	Mid-Term Examination (In-Class Essay Writing)
Student/Teacher Conferences Part I.

	10


	M Mar 26
W Mar 28
	SPRING BREAK.
SPRING BREAK.

	11


	M  Apr  2
W Apr  4
	Student/Teacher Conferences Part II.
Bring THREE COPIES of draft on Theatre Review and Rosen to class.  Theatre Essay Peer Evaluation Workshop.

	12


	M Apr  9
W Apr 11
	Oral presentations on Theatre Assignment.  (1/3 of class will present—those students not presenting will each be responsible for written evaluations of two presenters due at the next meeting).

Theatre Review due.  Assign Research Paper.  Read Rosen Part III, DiYanni Ch. 8.

	13


	M Apr 16
W Apr 18
	Library Day.  Class meeting in Library.
Documentation. (including the MLA 2009 Modification). Rosen Ch. 14, DiYanni Ch. 9.

	14


	M Apr 23
W Apr 25
	In Oates read Gould (pp.520-531) and Angelou (pp. 342-357). 
In Oates read Rodriguez (pp. 447-466)

	15


	M Apr 30
W May  2
	Bibliography due in class.  In Oates read Thurber (pp. 153-158) and Twain (pp.1-5).
In Oates read Carson (pp. 214-219) and Dillard (pp. 477-489).

	16


	M May  7
W May  9
	In Oates read Early (pp. 532-548) and Oates (pp. 553-563).
Research Paper due in class.

	17
	M May 14
	Concluding Thoughts.

	Final Exam
	T May 22
	Final exam (in class essay writing) held in regular classroom, Tuesday May 22, 9:45 am-noon.
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